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Fashion Fictions workshop slides

Stage 1 workshop
2 hours + optional 30 minutes
Option A: using generator
Option B: create your own
Generate 100-word outlines of fictional fashion Worlds, working 
individually with small-group discussion; optional reflection activity



Fashion Fictions introduction video: https://youtu.be/PfqEnls7Y7Q

https://youtu.be/PfqEnls7Y7Q
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creating brief written outlines of 
fictional fashion cultures and systems

building on the outlines, generating 
visual and material prototypes

enacting and experiencing 
the prototyped Worlds

1







Rules of the game:
contemporary realities in parallel worlds
positive and enticing, in terms of individual 
satisfaction, social justice and sustainability
be physically possible
think beyond what happens, or even feels 
plausible (to you), today

And a suggestion:
focus attention on use, rather than 
production









Pause and reflect
Which elements of the real-world fashion 
system does your idea challenge, and how 
much?
Do you want to reshape any additional 
aspects of fashion, society or economy?



First
fifty 
words

Write 50 words to communicate:
� the core idea of your World (the ‘what if’ and context)
� the juncture that led to its development: what and when
� what happened between then and now

Example:
In World 5, the 1990s saw the unexpected election of a 
British government prepared to take radical action on 
environmental issues, including the reintroduction of 
clothes rationing. Despite resistance, the authorities 
successfully introduced a standardised garment range from 
which wearers could select a number of items annually –
and a ban on sales of fabric.



Pause and reflect
Are you carrying any assumptions with you 
from the real world?
Would these apply in your parallel world?
Would you like to challenge them?



Second 
fifty 
words

Write 50 words to communicate:

� the everyday fashion practices in your World
� important aspects of its fashion culture

Example:
The standardized garment range is revised every two years, 
with decisions made by public vote on a town-by-town 
basis. The ranges available in different regions have thus 
diverged, creating a new type of local distinctiveness. 
Personal customisation produces further variety, with 
trends in styling and embellishment frequently observed. 



To contribute your World: 
bit.ly/FFsubmit



questions about 
the real world

(feathers) precedents: real-
world examples

(shells)

ideas for action 
in the real world

(leaves)



questions about 
the real world

(feathers)

ideas for action 
in the real world

(leaves)

looking with fresh eyes, a 
question about how or why 

things are how they are

precedents: real-
world examples

(shells)

a contemporary or 
historical example of a 

better way of living with 
our clothes

something you want to see 
happen; be guided by 
desire, not practicality



These slides are intended for use with the accompanying workshop 
plans, which are available to download on the Contribute: Stage 1
webpage.

Have you used these slides to run a workshop?
Great! Please email to let me (Amy) know! I’d be really interested 
to hear how it went.

Want to share these slides, or an adaptation of them?
These slides, the accompanying workshop plans, the online 
Contribute: Stage 1 guide and the Fashion Fictions generator are 
published under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 
International licence which allows you to share and adapt them in 
any medium and for any purpose, providing that you credit the 
author (Amy Twigger Holroyd) and apply the same Creative 
Commons licence to whatever you create.
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